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GARBA360, SEPTEMBER 2022

Dear Friends, 

We are honored to share with you this look back 
at the 2022-23 season—a year of powerful and impactful 
live performances.

Together, we danced in the park with Garba360, 
laughed out loud (when not holding our breath) to 
Cirque Alfonse and were thoroughly wowed by the 
beauty and poignancy of the beloved classic Fiddler 
on the Roof. Visiting artists from all around the world 
worked throughout greater Portland, connecting with 
communities through activities that brought the 
richness of music, dance and theater into classrooms 
and community settings. Maine teachers gathered for 
the back-by-popular demand Resilient and Creative 
Educators Workshop, which centered self-compassion 
resiliency through embodied, drama-based pedagogy. 
The 2022-23 season was especially triumphant with the 
realization of three of Ovations’ commissions and 
original productions.

While not on stage or working with one of our many 
community partners, staff and board worked together 
on implementing the year two goals of our Strategic 
Plan and launched our new Racial Equity Plan, which 
calls for explicit systemic change across governance, 
polices, operations and programs.

Art and especially live performance remain at the core 
of how we respond to and share with each other. It lives 
in our heart and souls. We are grateful for the many who 
make our work possible, most especially our Ovations 
Members, sponsors and funders – and the partnerships 
that amplify and further the ideas and impact.

With gratitude,

Aimée M. Petrin
Executive & Artistic Director
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Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower
One of Ovations’ most imporant projects to date, the 
presentation of Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower 
created by Toshi Reagon and Bernice Johnson Reagon 
began years earlier, when Toshi Reagon performed in 2019 
at the grand opening of Indigo Arts Alliance. Three years 
later Toshi’s opera performed to a sold-out audience at 
Merrill Auditorium. Butler’s timely narrative with Reagon’s 
powerful music left it’s mark on everyone that night, a 
testament to the power of arts as a tool for social change. 
This project would not have been possible without the 
combined efforts of Portland Ovations, Indigo Arts Alliance 
and Bowdoin College.

somewhere/elsewhere
The final presentation of the Commissioned Maine Artist 
series was a one-night-only concert reading of the pop-rock 
musical somewhere/elsewhere with story, book and lyrics 
by Kerem Durdag and music by Andy Happel. This unique 
evening of performance featured actors reading the play and 
singing the music alongside the live band, Thanks to Gravity, 
led by Happel. A story of love, migration, loss and triumph, 
the numerous parallels to Durdag’s own story created an 
emotional and powerful evening of performance for 
everyone in the audience.

Antonio Rocha: A Slave Ship Called Malaga
Award-winning storyteller Antonio Rocha performed his 
original work, A Slave Ship Called Malaga in schools and 
community centers in Maine from January to June 2023. 
Based on the true story of a 183-ton brig built in Brunswick, 
Maine, A Slave Ship Called Malaga vividly explored the reality 
of the middle passage and the impact of the transatlantic 
slave trade on the past and present. Each performance was 
followed by a 30-minute audience conversation moderated 
by Liz Schildkret, Director of School & Family Programs. 
Antonio Rocha performed in eight schools and four 
community centers for over 1,800 people during his 
residency with Portland Ovations.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Garba360
Ovations launched our 92nd season with Garba360, a 
community dance party open to all. The event highlighted 
the vivacious Indian Gujarati folk dances of garba and raas, 
enveloping Deering Oaks park in a whirlwind of colors and 
energy. As attendees embraced the traditional music’s lively 
rhythms, a sense of togetherness and elation was in the air. 
The resonant claps and intricate dance moves illuminated 
the cultural legacy, fostering a profound sense of belonging 
and festivity. Laughter and joy reverberated throughout the 
evening, long after the sun set.

The Last Girl
Written by Dianne ‘dee’ Clarke, The Last Girl is a play 
based on her personal testimony on sexual trafficking to the 
Maine Human Rights Commission. In October, Ovations 
presented the first full-length staged reading of the play as 
part of our Commissioned Maine Artist series to an audience 
of survivors, supporters and community. The evening was 
extremely moving as space was created at the conclusion 
of the reading for a conversation between the audience and 
facilitators Maya Williams and Samaa Abdurraqib. Clarke’s 
3-act play and her advocacy lives on through her 
organization Survivor Speak USA.

Wabanaki Stories
Ovations in partnership with Akomawt Educational Initiative, 
proudly premiered Wabanaki Stories in February 2023. Part 
of the Commissioned Maine Artists series, Wabanaki 
Stories featured five Wabanaki artists: Tania Morey 
(Tobique), Jennifer Pictou (Mi’kmaq), Dwayne Tomah 
(Passamaquoddy), Chris Newell (Passamaquoddy), and 
Jason Brown AKA Firefly (Penobscot). Their performance 
showcased the depth and breadth of Wabanaki artistry. 
Wabanaki Stories performed for over 4,500 young people, 
their schools and families at two School-Time Performances 
and one family performance, and Portland Ovations handed 
out 1,500 books by Wabanaki authors to students in 
attendance through our Cultivating Curiosity program.



OCTAVIA E. BUTLER’S PARABLE OF THE SOWER, APRIL 2023
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Diane Elvin
Clifton Emery, III
Tanya Emery
Joseph & Roberta Emmons
Joy Engel
Marjorie Eno
Sara Enright
Richard Entel
Carol Epstein
Porter & John Erkkinen
Keona Ervin
Lynne & James Espy
Don Esty
Donna Marie Everett
Alicia Fagan
Les & Ryan Fairchild 
    in Memory of Trevor Fairchild
Nancy & Stephen Farrand
Laura Faure
Nicole Favreau
John & Julie Fay
Holly Feeney
Marc Felix
Peter & Sarah Felmly
Daniel Fenton
Judith & Greg Fergin
Frank & Diana Ferland
Stacey Fetterman

FOUNDATION SUPPORT



CREATIVE ECONOMY IMPACT
$2,544,223 was paid out locally by Ovations to realize our programs and support staff and artists and an 
additional $1,447,942* was spent by our patrons when attending our presentations, infusing nearly
$4 million into Maine’s Creative Economy.  

*According to the Americans for the Arts: Arts and Economy Prosperity VI Report, arts attendees spend an average of 
$38.46 per person per event in addition to the ticket price.

REVENUES                    

Earned Revenues $1,275,154

Support and Contributions $1,249,021

Non-operating Revenue $20,048

Total Support and Earned Revenues $2,544,223

EXPENSES
Program and Services $2,771,242

Fundraising and Administration $348,624

Total Expenses $3,119,866

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities $825,551

Non-Current Liabilities $738,747

Total Liabilities $1,564,298

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions $2,153,254

With Donor Restrictions1 $379,340

Total Net Assets $2,532,594

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $4,096,892

1. Includes corpus of the CCEF Fund. 

Audited financial statements are available upon request. 

Support and Contributions

Non-operating 

REVENUES

* Program expenses include artist fees, 
venue rentals, marketing, local labor 
and production—which help fuel the 
Maine creative economy.

Program Expenses*

Fundraising and Administration

EXPENSES

49%

50%

11%

89%

Earned Revenues

1%

Lydia Muna
Eileen & John Munroe
Karen Munson
Kait Murphy
Susan Murphy
Catherine Murray
Miki Murray
Oliver & Alison Murray
Deborah & Peter Murray
Leila Zayed
Emily Muther in Honor of Mike Boyson
Jesse Myers-Wakeman
Nick & Elaine Nadzo
David Nagler
Nancy Naimey
Diane & Steve Neal
Hilary Neckles
Lindsay Nelsen
Amy Ness
Leah Neuchiller
Brenda Neuts
Chip Newell
Tom & Renee Newman
Brenda Nicholas
Christina Nicholson in Memory of Maeve Kathleen
Patricia Nicolino
Susan Nicot
Catherine & Gary Nielsen
Robert & Susan Nielsen
Meryl Nierman
Marcia & Thomas Nigro
Julie Nisbet
Staci Nisbett
Jill Nixon
Katzie Nogel
Gretchen Noonan
Julia Nord & Christopher Jenkins
Caroline Norden
Amy Novak
Linda Novak
Sam and Bette Novick
Mary Noyes
Richard & Clorinda Noyes
Stephanie & Tracy Noyes
Barbara Nucci
In Honor of the Nudd Family
Chet Nutting
Sue & David Nutty
Daniel Nuzzi & Dana McEnroe
Adam O’Brien
Don Oakes
Rebecca Obenhaus
Barbara Oberg-Higgins & Payson Oberg
Patricia O’Brien
Robert Obrien
Siobhan O’Callaghan
Chris O’Connor
Carol O’Donnell
Gail Ogilvie
John Richard Ogorek
MK O’Grady
Jennifer Oldham
Gail Olsen
John O’Malley
Richard O’Meara
Shawn O’Neil and Scott Bloom
Jean Oplinger
David & Jacqueline Orsmond
Donald & Lucia Orth
Constance Ortolani
Cynthia Osborne
Sean O’Sullivan
Joseph Ovady
Karta Owens
Sally Pachulski
Patricia & Joseph Pacillo
Bradley Page
Amy Pandya
Joseph Paolino
Summer Paradis
Suzanne Pare
Chrisopher Parker
Joan & James Parker
Michael Parker
Jason Parkin
Haste Family Fund in Memory of Harriet
Diane Patnaude
Kari Payne
Susan Payne
Heather Payson
Carson Pease & Sandy Evans
Kahsi Pedersen
Howard & Cynthia Pedlikin
Dana Peirce
Ellen Pelletier
Katherine Pelletier
Jan Pendleton
Tari Pendleton
Peggy Pennoyer & Donald Endrizzi
Russell Peppe
Performing Arts Fund 
    of the Maine Community Foundation
Delene Perley
Jeff Perry
John Perry
Richard Perry & Jason Ronco
Laurie Perzley
Alicia Peters
Jeff & Sarah Peterson
Kathi Peterson
Dick and Carol Peterson
Richard Peterson
Tracie Peterson
Aimée M. Petrin
Susan Pettingill
Walter Pharr
Jane Phelan
Julie Phelps
Christina Philibert
William Phillips
Adi Philpott
John Pierce, Jr.
Russ Pierce
Strawberry Pinkham
Ted Pitas
Richard Pizzi
Melinda Plastas
Heather Plati
Eva Platt in Honor of Bud & Anita Wallerstein
Militsa Plavsic
Peter & Pamela Plumb
Virginia Plummer
Kate Politano
Jaclyn Poole
Elizabeth Pope
Emma Pope-Welch
Timothy & Joan Porta
Lloyd & Nancy Porter
Linda Poto
Allie Pottenger
Jennifer & Jason Potter
Karen Dillon Potts
Robert Povall
Barbara Powers

Kim Powers
Marjorie Powers
Tania & Joseph Powers
Benjamin Prescott
Claire Prescott
Mara Presti in Honor of Roy and Susan Partridge, 
    champions of diversity
Andree & Jeffrey Pride
Daniel Primeau
Jean Principe
Carl & Kathy Prouty
Philip & Maria Ptacin
Katie Pulsifer
Victoria Purdum
Lucinda Pyne & Kevin Piccone
Laura Quinn
Rachel Quinn
Gary & Sharon Quintiliani
Maureen Rafferty & Thomas Griffin
Adam & Christie Rana
Aurise Randall
Dr. Diane H. Ranes
Hilary Rapkin & William Stiles
Norman & Lenore Rapkin
David & Pamela Rawson
Marguerite & Patrick Raymond
Frank & Nancy Read
Ingrid Reaves
Julia Redding
Melissa Redman
Amy Redstone
Paul Redstone
Susan Reed
Megan Reid in Honor of Ophelia Reid
Robin Mead
J. Theodore & Betty Repa
Matthew Repucci
Matt Retzer
Elizabeth Reuman
Elizabeth Reynolds
Jill Reynolds
Shannen Rhoda
Jane Rich
Tara-Lee Goulet
Kathryn Richardson
Jack & Bonnie Riddle
Kevin and Tammy Riley
Rhonda Rittenberg
Susan Robbins
Seth Robertson
Kristen Robichaud
Jacqueline Robinov
Davis Robinson
Margaret Robinson
Sharon Robinson
Cathy Rockvam
Janet & Peter Roderick
Harold Rodriguez
Megan Rogers
Wendee Rogerson
Harvey Rohde
Karen Rohrbacher
Mark Rohrbaugh
Barbara Romano
John Romano
Rick Romano
Patrick Rombalski
John Romei
Jordis Rosberg
Anne Rosenberg
Susan Ross
Kelly Rowell
Lisa Rowley
20 Birch lane
Donna Rubin
Laurence & Robin Rubinstein
Tom Ruff
Jennifer Rumbolt
Manda Russell
Michael Russell
Cheryl Rust
Caitlin Ruthman
Jeremy Rutkiewicz
Carol Ryan Ertz & David Ertz
Maura Ryan
Curt Sachs in Honor of Curt Sachs, 
    Wellsprings of Music
Kris Sahonchik & Richard Olson
Danielle Salhany
Thomas Saliba
Peter Salsbury
Susan Saltrick
Eliza Sandals
Hanna Sanders
Jeffrey & Monica Sanders
Henry Saniuk, Jr.
Gail Santangelo
Kristi & Chris Sarchi
Joy Saucier
Savannah Sauter
Lydia Savage
Michael William Sawyer
Julie Scala
Paul Schacht
Erica Schair-Cardona & Ivan Cardona
Philip Gleason & Mary Schendel
John Ryan & Jenny Scheu
Lee & Linda Schiller
Sylvia Schlotterbeck 
    in Honor of Swoon City Collective
Elena Schmidt
Fran & Alan Schneit
margaret Schoeller
Jeremy Schrieber
Patricia and Thomas Schulz
Sigmund & Anne Schutz
David Schwartz
Randy Schwartz
Stephen & Susan Schwartz
Tamara Schwartz
Maxine Sclar & Robert Yamartino
Allene Scott
Peter Scott
Kimberlee Seah
David Searle
Daniel Seaver
Hollye & Dave Seddon
Maryann & Jeffrey Sedlack
Mark Segar
Julia & Lars Selberg
Jule Selbo
Erika Semple
Brittany Sevigny
Deborah Sewall
Cheryl Seymour
Lynn & James Shaffer
Shireen Shahawy
Carrie Shamos
Jesse Shank
Neil Shankman & Cindy Dobson
Peggy Shapiro
Linda Shary
Sally & William Shaughnessy
Carrie Shaw

Jere Shaw
Jeanne Shay
Suzanne Shea
Desha Shean
Julie Sheehan & Paul Coulombe
Christie Shepherd
Sheri Fraser
Dean Sherwood
John Shipman
Don & Charlene Schuman
Mary Shemeyko
Laura Siciliano
Emily Siegel
Keith D. Siegel
Mark Silber
Joseph Simard
Kimberly Simmons
Barbara Simon
Jessica & Henry Simpson
Katie Simpson
Thomas Simpson
Victoria & Henry Simpson
Shannon Sinkin
Danielle Skillin in Memory of Marlene Reali
Jennifer Skinner
Noreen & William Skoolicas
Elizabeth Sky-McIlvain
Robert Slater
Ann C. Slocum
Brenda Smith
Deirdre Smith
Eugene Smith
Kimberly Smith in Memory of Norma Rice-Gould
Laura Smith
Stephen & Victoria Smith
Sue Smith
Teale Smith & Kimberly Madore-Smith
Virginia Smith
Wiley Smith
Stephen & Ellen Smith-Erb
David Smolin
Brittany Snellings
Danielle Snow
Maria Snyder
Susan Solano
Kate Somerville
Dominique & Jeff Sommer
Suzy Sonenberg
Heidi Souerwine
Cassandra Sousa
Tammy D. Souza
Susanne Spalding
Tom Spang
Johnny Speckman
Alice & Richard Spencer
Dustin Spencer-L’Heureux
Erin Spencer-Mullen & Donald Mullen
Jennifer Sperry
Barbara Spiegel
Kenneth Spirer & Joan Leitzer
Daniel Spratt & Patricia Naddaff
Julie Spugnardi
Ernie Stanhope
Gretchen & O. Ray Stanton
Ryan Starbird
Donald Starr & Serena Wakelin-Starr
Jennifer Starr
Barbara Stasio
William & Anne Stauffer
Lucas StClair
Jennifer Steinberg
Lauren Sterling
Gary Stern & Demetrios Karabets
Nate & Jane Stevens
Frank & Pam Stevenson
Bruce & Suzanne Stillings
Michael & Dawn Stillings
Elizabeth Stockwell
Mark Stodder
Lauren Stone
Susan Stonestreet
Henri StPierre
Spencer St. Pierre
Paul Strasenburgh
Liz Strawbridge
Kelly Streeter
Shelly Stritzinger
Carrie Sturgis
Leah Sturm
Wendy & Eric Suehrstedt
Roxi Suger
Patrick Sullivan
Richard & Louise Sullivan
Sandra Sullivan
Jaylene Summers & Rich Gaito
Virginia Swain
Sarah Swan
Patricia & Stephen Swan
Mark Swearingen
Kristin Sweeney
Randy Talbot
Jenny Taliadoros
Ronald Taliento
Jennifer Talmadge
Denise Tanguay
Robin Tannenbaum
Marie Tanzer
Wendy Tapley
Emilee Taplin-Lacy & Peter Lacy
April Ylvisaker & Jon Tardiff
Sondra & Edward Taylor
Marcia Taylor
Stacy Taylor
Lisa Teague
Matthew Teare
Corey Templeton
Ann F. Tenney
Melanie Tennyson
Jackie Terwilliger
John Tewhey
Michelle Tham
Kelly Thayer
Peter Renee Then
The Theriault Family
Leah Thibault
Lynsey Thibeault
Tracy Thibodeau
Carmen Lee Thomas
Sarah D. Thomas
Deborah & Hall Thompson
Martha Thompson
Nathaniel Thompson
Mary Thornton
Maura Thornton
Sarah Tibbetts
Kyla Timberlake
Gael Tisack
Janice Tolin
Tricia Toms
Faith Towle
Tamsen Towle
Jody Towson
Noel Tracy
Barbara & Richard Trafton

Priscilla Treadwell
Tracy Treadwell
Vanessa Trengrove
Nicole Trottier
Daniel True
Lindsey Tucker
Roland Tufts
Andrea Tupper
Mariana Stockly Tupper
Sherry L. Turner
Peggy Tuttle
Jean Twomey
Sharon & Paul Underberg
Kathryn Underwood
Charles & Sandra Updegraph
Lee  & Anna Urban
Katherine Urbanek
Samantha Usher
Jeannine & Christopher Uzzi
David & Patricia Vachon
June & David Vail
Teresa Valliere
Wayne Valzania
Jayne Van Bramer
Ingrid van Duivenbode
L. John Van Norden
Beth VanDelinder
Thomas Vanzandt
Jim Varmecky
Derek John Veilleux
Natalie Veilleux
Sue Veligor
Peter & Elizabeth Ventre
Charles Owen Verrill, Jr.
Joseph & Madelyn Vertenten
Lucy Villeneuve
Yasmin & Briton Vitalius
Alex Vito
Mila Volpe in Memory of Mavis Cariou
Peter & Pam Vose
Christine & John Vozella
Michael & Kathleen Vozzelli
Edith Wacksman
Annie Wadleigh
Bridgett Marie Bonn Wagner
Richard & Lois Wagner
Jennifer Waitkun
Meghan Wakefield
Beverly Wakely
Anne Walker
Cheri Walker
Lindsey Walker
Margaret Walker
Chris Wall
Kimberley Wallace
Margo Walsh in Honor of United Recovery Fund
Philip Walsh
Donna Walter
Edward Walworth
Matthew & Cathleen Wasielewski
Elizabeth Wasilewski
Donald & Paula Watson
Jessica Watson
Maryann Watson
Mardi Way
Dianne Webb
Judy Webel
Hartley & Benson Webster
Susan Weeks
Lynne Weinstein
Mary Weisenberger
Judy Weisman & Nadia Margolis
Doug Weisz
Jodi Welch in Memory of Suzanne Ziontz
Regina Welch
Mary Wellehan in Memory of Jane C. Wellehan
Sheila Wellehan
Scottie & Christopher Wellins
Valerie Wells
Judith Wentzell & James Coleman
Shaun West
Linda Weston in Memory of Thom Sambrook
Jesse Weyl
Lou Ann White
Monica White
Mary Ellen White
Marcia Whited
Mary Ellen Whiteman
Elizabeth Whitman
E Whitney
Fran & Susan Whitten
David & Regine Whittlesey
Aaron Wickenheiser
Cynthia & Gil Wilcox
Julie Wilkes
Margaret Wilkis
Jennifer Willett
Susan & Douglas Williams
Fred Williams
Kevin Williams in Honor of Christina Williams
Susan Williams
Shirley Willis
Kris Wills
Emma Wilson
Fiona Wilson
Jean P. Wilson
Kenneth Wilson
Liz Wilson
Michele Wilson
Rick Wilson
Terry Windhorst
Elizabeth Winslow & Douglas Spicer
Christopher Winters
Pamela Winters
Joseph & Carol Wishcamper
Robert Witham
Anna Wlodarczyk
Kyle Wolfe
Regina Wolfe-Parks
Adin & John Wolfgram
Rick Woodcock
Karen L. Woodsum
Kate & Vj Wormwood
David Wright
Martha Wright
Mary Wright
Patricia Wright
Michael & Lee Wygant
Patrick Wynne
Trish Yale
Lisa Yamonaco
Janet Yancey-Wrona
Amy Yasko
R. Aileen Yingst and Ross Nova
Kim Young
Arlene Zaccaria
Halya Zadoretzky
Megan Zelones
Ed Zelonish
Anais Ziedins
Ariel Zodhiates
Rita Zolubos
Edmund Zuis

FINANCIAL IMPACT
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR OVATIONS AND ITS AFFILIATE l 2023

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR OVATIONS AND ITS AFFILIATE l JUNE 30, 2023

ASSETS                    

Current Assets $1,542,340

Property and Equipment $13,497

Investments and Other Assets $2,541,055

Total Assets $4,096,892



120 Exchange Street
Portland, ME 04101

Portland Ovations is a nonprofit cultural organization based in Southern 
Maine dedicated to gathering communities to share in the power of live 
performance. Ovations connects artists and audiences both onstage and 
off — making the arts an integral part of community life.

Our unique array of live performances for the public and school audiences 
are curated to delight, inspire and educate. Venues used throughout 
greater Portland include historic and modern theaters, clubs, galleries, and 
classrooms — chosen carefully to ensure the best possible experience for 
both audiences and artists.

About Us

To inspire a curious and imaginative community where the experience of 
the performing arts is a vital part of every day life.

Our Vission

Our Mission
Portland Ovations propels the artistic, social, educational and economic 
wellbeing of communities through the power of the performing arts.

Our Core Values
• celebrates the power and brilliance of the performing arts
• commits to being anti-racist
• continues to evolve governance, operations, finances and programs to 

embody inclusivity, diversity, equity and access
• nurtures a staff, board and collective culture that is compassionate, 

committed and enthusiastic
• collaborates with other arts organizations, nonprofits, education 

systems and the business sector to promote lifelong learning through 
the arts

BALLET HISPÀNICO, MAY 2023

Racial Equity Statement
At Ovations, we recognize that promoting racial equity and anti-racism 
in the arts and culture sector is essential to showcasing the brilliance 
and artistry of diverse and multicultural communities from around the 
globe. Our commitment to inclusion, diversity, equity and access extends 
to all aspects of our operations, including governance, programming 
and community engagement. We aim to include all voices, stories and 
perspectives in our programs and inspire similar efforts in the Portland, 
Maine area, resulting in a more just and equitable society where everyone’s 
contributions are valued.


